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This text refers to question: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
The Taj Mahal

The Taj Mahal is one of the most beautiful and costly tombs in the world. It was built more than 380 years
ago.

In 1632, the ruler of India named Shah Jahan, ordered it to be built in memory of his favourite wife. Her
name was Mumtaz-i-Mahal which means pride of the palace. She was the king’s third wife and she died
while giving birth to her fourteenth child.

The Taj Mahal stands at Agra in Northern India. 20 000 workers built it between 1632 and 1653. Elephants
and oxen were used to transport the building materials from all over India.

It is made of white marble and it rests on an eight-sided platform of red sandstone. Each side of the
platform is 39 metres long. There are four slender towers called minarets and each tower is 40 metres
high. The interior walls are beautifully decorated with carvings of flowers and words written in calligraphy.
28 types of precious stones such as sapphires, crystals and jade were used to decorate the walls.

The Taj Mahal is surrounded by a beautiful garden full of trees and fountains. It is a very popular tourist
site and more than two million people visit it each year. There are different ticket prices so that the visitors
from other countries pay more than the citizens of India.

The Taj Mahal is being destroyed by pollution and acid rain is turning the marble yellow.  

Gabriella Strano

Question 1: Text Input 3 marks
List ONE of the precious stones mentioned in the passage that are used to decorate the walls of the Taj
Mahal.

Question 2: True/False 2 marks
The Taj Mahal is a beautiful palace in India.

TRUE FALSE
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Question 3: Please Fill In The Blanks 4 marks
Shah Jahan ordered the Taj Mahal to be built in memory of his (1) wife, who died while giving birth to her
(2) child.

Possible Answers: second | nineteenth | third | fourteenth | fifteenth

1 2

Question 4: Multiple Choice 4 marks
The Taj Mahal is a very popular tourist attraction, but it is being destroyed by ...

A people taking photographs of the building.

B the pollution in China.

C the pollution in the air and acid rain.

D the heavy rain in India.

Question 5: Multiple Choice 4 marks
The interior walls of the Taj Mahal are beautifully decorated with ...

A gold, silver and metal statues.

B carvings of people and flowers.

C carvings of flowers and decorated with jewels.

D gold flowers and silver animals.

Question 6: Please Fill In The Blanks 4 marks
The two animals that were used to transport the building materials for the Taj Mahal were (1) and (2) .

(Answer in alphabetical order.)

Possible Answers: oxen | horses | cows | elephants | tigers

1 2
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Question 7: Please Fill In The Blanks 4 marks
There are different ticket prices so that the (1) from other countries pay more than the (2) of India to visit
the Taj Mahal.

Possible Answers: less | kings | citizens | visitors

1 2

Question 8: Multiple Choice 4 marks
The Taj Mahal is a tomb in India that was built ...

A to show the ruler of India's power.

B as a beautiful place to visit.

C in memory of Shah Jahan's favourite wife.

D as a reminder of Mumtaz-i-Mahal's beauty.

Question 9: Text Input 3 marks
The slender towers of the Taj Mahal are called ... .

Question 10: True/False 2 marks
Shah Jahan was the ruler of China, who ordered the building of the Taj Mahal.

TRUE FALSE

Total: 34 Marks
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