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THE KNEE-HIGH MAN

This is a story by Julius Lester which has a strong moral lesson to it.

Once upon a time there was a knee-high man. He was no taller than a person's knees. Because he was so
short, he was very unhappy. He wanted to be big like everybody else.

One day he decided to ask the biggest animal he could find how he could get big. So he went to see Mr
Horse. "Mr Horse, how can I get big like you?"

Mr Horse said, "Well, eat a whole lot of corn. Then run around a lot. After a while you'll be as big as me."

The knee-high man did just that. He ate so much corn that his stomach hurt. Then he ran and ran and ran
until his legs hurt. But he didn't get any bigger. So he decided that Mr Horse had told him something
wrong. He decided to go ask Mr Bull.

"Mr Bull? How can I get big like you?"

Mr Bull said, "Eat a whole lot of grass. Then bellow and bellow as loud as you can. The first thing you know,
you'll be as big as me."

So the knee-high man ate a whole field of grass. That made his stomach hurt. He bellowed and bellowed
and bellowed all day and all night. That made his throat hurt. But he didn't get any bigger. So he decided
that Mr Bull was all wrong, too.

Now he didn't know anyone else to ask. One night he heard Mr Hoot Owl hooting, and he remembered that
Mr Owl knew everything.

"Mr Owl? How can I get big like Mr Horse and Mr Bull?"

"What do you want to be big for?" Mr Hoot Owl asked.

"I want to be big so that when I get into a fight, I can whip everybody," the knee-high man said.

Mr Hoot Owl hooted. "Anybody ever try to pick a fight with you?"

The knee-high man thought a minute. "Well, now that you mention it, nobody ever did try to start a fight
with me."

Mr Owl said, "Well, you don't have any reason to fight. Therefore, you don't have any reason to be bigger
than you are."

"But, Mr Owl," the knee-high man said, "I want to be big so I can see far into the distance."
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Mr Hoot Owl hooted. "If you climb a tall tree, you can see into the distance from the top."

The knee-high man was quiet for a minute. "Well, I hadn't thought of that."

Mr Hoot Owl hooted again. "And that's what's wrong, Mr Knee-High Man. You hadn't done any thinking at
all. I'm smaller than you, and you don't see me worrying about being big. Mr Knee-High Man, you wanted
something that you didn't need."

Question 1: Multiple Choice 4 marks
The first animal that the Knee-High Man spoke to was ... .

A the owl

B the bull

C the horse

D the bird

Question 2: Multiple Choice 4 marks
The Knee-High Man asked the horse for assistance because ...

A He was a friendly animal.

B He was the king of the animals in the area.

C He was the biggest animal he could find.

D He was a friend of Mr Owl.

Question 3: Please Fill In The Blanks 4 marks
Mr Bull suggested that the Knee-High Man must eat lots of (1) but when he did this, his (2) hurt.

Possible Answers: corn | stomach | arm | grass | head | bread

1 2

Question 4: True/False 2 marks
The Knee-High Man didn't do much thinking about how to solve his problem effectively.

TRUE FALSE
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Question 5: True/False 2 marks
The owl wasn't very big. The Knee-High man asked him for help because he was able to fly.

TRUE FALSE

Question 6: Text Input 3 marks
The Knee-High Man was very unhappy because he was so ... .

Question 7: Please Fill In The Blanks 4 marks
The Knee-High Man got a sore throat because the (1) told him to eat grass, and then (2) as loud as he
could.

Possible Answers: bull | owl | neigh | horse | shout | bellow

1 2

Question 8: True/False 2 marks
To pick a fight with somebody means to try to pick them up after they have had a fight.

TRUE FALSE

Question 9: Multiple Choice 4 marks
The owl thought that the Knee-High Man's reason for wanting to be taller was silly because ...

A He hadn't thought about the problem in a sensible way.

B The owl also wanted to be bigger than the Knee-High Man.

C The Knee-High Man would fight with the owl if he was taller.

D The owl didn't like the Knee-High Man.
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Question 10: Please Fill In The Blanks 4 marks
The horse in this story eats lots of (1) .
Another thing that horses eat, is (2) .

Possible Answers: pasta | grass | dog pellets | fish food | corn | tuna

1 2

Total: 33 Marks
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