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On Offering a Lift - Beth Jeffrey

Long ago, before the better times in which we now live, all the birds used to meet once a year, in spring
time, to determine who would be their king for the next year.
Every year, they came from far and wide to a grassy hillside, on the lower slopes of the Drakensberg,
where the Great Convention took place. Some birds flew there, some ran or walked, some came in flocks 
or skeins, some swam up the rivers from the coast; each one travelled in his - or her - special way. Female
birds came only for interest, or to support their mates, since by definition they could not be king.
Early one particular Spring morning, the sun shone and the sky was as blue as the eyelids of a baby wood
owl. The Great Convention was about to begin. Birds appeared from every direction, whirring their wings
and twittering loudly about who would be king this year. Bowls of worms and caterpillars and seeds of rye
and millet were handed around by a flock of starlings.
Some sulky birds hung around the outside of the group. 'As if we are going to be surprised,' they muttered
to each other. 'Everyone knows who will win.'
A shadow moved over the crowd and silence fell. Eagle, the reigning king, landed on the top of the hill,
stretched and folded his huge wings. He was surrounded by members of his family. Owl, his advisor,
directed him to his throne. Vulture bowed, and placed the crown on Eagle's head. A Secretary Bird began
to take the minutes of the Great Convention.
The African Grey Parrot opened the meeting. 'As I am the only bird who can speak,' he said, 'I will be
Master of Ceremonies. As you know, we are here to elect our new leader. And as you know, we choose the
leader, as we have always done, by means of a Flying Competition. The bird who can fly closest to the sun,
will be the new king. The competition is open to every single one of you, with no discrimination. We are a
democratic society.'
'Democratic?' said Penguin. 'You exclude those of us who can't fly.'
'Democratic?' said the Ostrich. 'I once flew right up to the sun to bring back fire and look what happened.
Now I dare not fly, in case someone steals my fire from under my wing.'
'Democratic?' said the Owl. 'I may be a faithful servant, but I'm also nocturnal. I cannot fly to the sun.'
'Democratic?' said the Grass Bird. 'How can I hope to compete with an Eagle? Even though I am a girl, I'm
quite clever enough to be king.'
'If you want to change the rules,' said the Owl, 'you must put forward a proposal for next year, suggesting
an alternative way of choosing a king. But bear in mind that you are in the minority and we will all vote
against it.'
'Let the competition begin,' said the Parrot, and he blew his vuvuzela.
The birds who had decided to put themselves forward lined up, and flexed their wings, and were given sips
of water by their supporters. Eagle knew he would win, because he always won. So he politely wished all
the competitors good luck.
'Get ready, get set ... Go!' shouted the parrot.
In a great gust of wings, the birds rose into the air and headed towards the sun. One by one, they dropped
off, exhausted. Only Eagle was left, soaring higher than he had ever flown before.
'It's only right and proper that I should always win,' he said to himself. 'I am the strongest, and therefore
the best.'
He turned to begin his descent. Out of the corner of his eye, he saw - Grass Bird. She had hitched a lift on
Eagle's back, and only had to fly another metre to be nearer to the sun than he was. She twittered as she
flew above his head, 'I win, Eagle; I win.'
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They landed together on the hilltop. Grass bird bowed and waved like a queen. 'Thank you', she smirked,
'Thank you all for your support.'
Eagle was so furious he almost choked on a pellet from a mouse he'd eaten earlier.
The other birds were very angry.
'You're too small!'
'You're a girl!'
'You cheated!'
'I used my brains', she said, 'and that's why I deserve to be king.'

This image refers to question: 1, 2

Question 1: Text Input 3 marks
Provide one word from the folklore to show that owls only fly at night.
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Question 2: True/False 2 marks
The election of a new king was a democratic process.

TRUE FALSE

This text refers to question: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

THE ENCHANTED WATCH - Paul Sébillot 
Once upon a time there lived a rich man who had three sons. When they grew up, he sent the eldest to travel and see the
world, and three years passed before his family saw him again. Then he returned, magnificently dressed, and his father was
so delighted with his behaviour, that he gave a great feast in his honour, to which all the relations and friends were invited.

When the rejoicings were ended, the second son begged leave of his father to go in his turn to travel and mix with the
world. The father was enchanted at the request, and gave him plenty of money for his expenses, saying, 'If you behave as
well as your brother, I will do honour to you as I did to him.' The young man promised to do his best, and his conduct during
three years was all that it should be. Then he went home, and his father was so pleased with him that his feast of welcome
was even more splendid than the one before.

The third brother, whose name was Jenik, or Johnnie, was considered the most foolish of the three. He never did anything at
home except sit over the stove and dirty himself with the ashes; but he also begged his father's leave to travel for three
years. 'Go if you like, you idiot; but what good will it do you?'

The youth paid no heed to his father's observations as long as he obtained permission to go. The father saw him depart with
joy, glad to get rid of him, and gave him a handsome sum of money for his needs.

Once, as he was making one of his journeys, Jenik chanced to cross a meadow where some shepherds were just about to kill
a dog. He entreated them to spare it, and to give it to him instead which they willingly did, and he went on his way, followed
by the dog. A little further on he came upon a cat, which someone was going to put to death. He implored its life, and the
cat followed him. Finally, in another place, he saved a serpent, which was also handed over to him and now they made a
party of four--the dog behind Jenik, the cat behind the dog, and the serpent behind the cat.

Then the serpent said to Jenik, 'Go wherever you see me go,' for in the autumn, when all the serpents hide themselves in
their holes, this serpent was going in search of his king, who was king of all the snakes.

Then he added: 'My king will scold me for my long absence, everyone else is housed for the winter, and I am very late. I
shall have to tell him what danger I have been in, and how, without your help, I should certainly have lost my life. The king
will ask what you would like in return, and be sure you beg for the watch which hangs on the wall. It has all sorts of
wonderful properties, you only need to rub it to get whatever you like.'

No sooner said than done. Jenik became the master of the watch, and the moment he got out he wished to put its virtues to
the proof. He was hungry, and thought it would be delightful to eat in the meadow a loaf of new bread and a steak of good
beef washed down by a flask of wine, so he scratched the watch, and in an instant it was all before him. Imagine his joy!

Evening soon came, and Jenik rubbed his watch, and thought it would be very pleasant to have a room with a comfortable
bed and a good supper. In an instant they were all before him. After supper he went to bed and slept till morning, as every
honest man ought to do. Then he set forth for his father's house, his mind dwelling on the feast that would be awaiting him.
But as he returned in the same old clothes in which he went away, his father flew into a great rage, and refused to do
anything for him. Jenik went to his old place near the stove, and dirtied himself in the ashes without anybody minding.

The third day, feeling rather dull, he thought it would be nice to see a three-story house filled with beautiful furniture, and
with vessels of silver and gold. So he rubbed the watch, and there it all was. Jenik went to look for his father, and said to
him: 'You offered me no feast of welcome, but permit me to give one to you, and come and let me show you my plate.'

The father was much astonished, and longed to know where his son had got all this wealth. Jenik did not reply, but begged
him to invite all their relations and friends to a grand banquet.

So the father invited all the world, and everyone was amazed to see such splendid things, so much plate, and so many fine
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dishes on the table. After the first course Jenik prayed his father to invite the King, and his daughter the Princess. He rubbed
his watch and wished for a carriage ornamented with gold and silver, and drawn by six horses, with harness glittering with
precious stones. The father did not dare to sit in this gorgeous coach, but went to the palace on foot. The King and his
daughter were immensely surprised with the beauty of the carriage, and mounted the steps at once to go to Jenik's
banquet. Then Jenik rubbed his watch afresh, and wished that for six miles the way to the house should be paved with
marble. Who ever felt so astonished as the King? Never had he travelled over such a gorgeous road.

When Jenik heard the wheels of the carriage, he rubbed his watch and wished for a still more beautiful house, four stories
high, and hung with gold, silver, and damask; filled with wonderful tables, covered with dishes such as no king had ever
eaten before. The King, the Queen, and the Princess were speechless with surprise. Never had they seen such a splendid
palace, nor such a high feast! At dessert the King asked Jenik's father to give him the young man for a son-in-law. No sooner
said than done! The marriage took place at once, and the King returned to his own palace, and left Jenik with his wife in the
enchanted house.

Now Jenik was not a very clever man, and at the end of a very short time he began to bore his wife. She inquired how he
managed to build palaces and to get so many precious things. He told her all about the watch, and she never rested till she
had stolen the precious talisman. One night she took the watch, rubbed it, and wished for a carriage drawn by four horses;
and in this carriage she at once set out for her father's palace. There she called to her own attendants, bade them follow her
into the carriage, and drove straight to the sea-side. Then she rubbed her watch, and wished that the sea might be crossed
by a bridge, and that a magnificent palace might arise in the middle of the sea. No sooner said than done. The Princess
entered the house, rubbed her watch, and in an instant the bridge was gone.

Left alone, Jenik felt very miserable. His father, mother, and brothers, and, indeed, everybody else, all laughed at him.
Nothing remained to him but the cat and dog whose lives he had once saved. He took them with him and went far away, for
he could no longer live with his family. He reached at last a great desert, and saw some crows flying towards a mountain.
One of them was a long way behind, and when he arrived his brothers inquired what had made him so late. 'Winter is here,'
they said, 'and it is time to fly to other countries.' He told them that he had seen in the middle of the sea the most wonderful
house that ever was built.

On hearing this, Jenik at once concluded that this must be the hiding-place of his wife. So he proceeded directly to the shore
with his dog and his cat. When he arrived on the beach, he said to the dog: 'You are an excellent swimmer, and you, little
one, are very light; jump on the dog's back and he will take you to the palace. Once there, he will hide himself near the
door, and you must steal secretly in and try to get hold of my watch.'

No sooner said than done. The two animals crossed the sea; the dog hid near the house, and the cat stole into the chamber.
The Princess recognised him, and guessed why he had come; and she took the watch down to the cellar and locked it in a
box. But the cat wriggled its way into the cellar, and the moment the Princess turned her back, he scratched and scratched
till he had made a hole in the box. Then he took the watch between his teeth, and waited quietly till the Princess came back.
Scarcely had she opened the door when the cat was outside, and the watch into the bargain.

The cat was no sooner beyond the gates than she said to the dog:

'We are going to cross the sea; be very careful not to speak to me.'

The dog laid this to heart and said nothing; but when they approached the shore he could not help asking, 'Have you got the
watch?'

The cat did not answer--he was afraid that he might let the talisman fall. When they touched the shore the dog repeated his
question.

'Yes,' said the cat.

And the watch fell into the sea. Then our two friends began each to accuse the other, and both looked sorrowfully at the
place where their treasure had fallen in. Suddenly a fish appeared near the edge of the sea. The cat seized it, and thought it
would make them a good supper.

'I have nine little children,' cried the fish. 'Spare the father of a family!'

'Granted,' replied the cat; 'but on condition that you find our watch.'

The fish executed his commission, and they brought the treasure back to their master. Jenik rubbed the watch and wished
that the palace, with the Princess and all its inhabitants, should be swallowed up in the sea. No sooner said than done. Jenik
returned to his parents, and he and his watch, his cat and his dog, lived together happily to the end of their days.
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This image refers to question: 3, 4, 5

Question 3: Text Input 3 marks
Who is the protagonist?

Question 4: True/False 2 marks
At the start of the folklore, Jenik is very kind.

TRUE FALSE

Page 5 of 11  Get more content at www.worksheetcloud.com
Copyright Learning Lab Apps (Pty) Ltd. All rights reserved.



Question 5: True/False 2 marks
Jenik is his father's favourite son.

TRUE FALSE

Question 6: Multiple Choice 4 marks
Jenik is initially driven by his need to ... .

A buy a watch

B impress his father

C make money

D impress his mother

Question 7: Multiple Choice 4 marks
The cat asks the dog not to communicate because the cat ... .

A has the watch in its mouth

B is sad

C is angry

D all of the above

This text refers to question: 8, 9, 10

How Six Made Their Way in the World - Grimm's Fairytale

There was once a man who understood all kinds of arts.  He served in
war, and behaved well and bravely, but when the war was over he
received his dismissal, and three farthings for his expenses on the
way.  Wait, said he, I shall not be content with this. If I can only
meet with the right people, the king will yet have to give me all the
treasure of the country.

Then full of anger he went into the forest, and saw a man standing
therein who had plucked up six trees as if they were blades of corn.
He said to him, will you be my servant and go with me.  Yes, he
answered, but, first, I will take this little bundle of sticks home
to my mother, and he took one of the trees, and wrapped it round the
five others, lifted the bundle on his back, and carried it away. Then
he returned and went with his master, who said, we two ought to be
able to get through the world very well, and when they had walked on
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for a short while they found a huntsman who was kneeling, had
shouldered his gun, and was about to fire.  The master said to him,
huntsman, what are you going to shoot.  He answered, two miles from
here a fly is sitting on the branch of an oak-tree, and I want to
shoot its left eye out.

Oh, come with me, said the man, if we three are together, we
certainly ought to be able to get on in the world.  The huntsman was
ready, and went with him, and they came to seven windmills whose
sails were turning round with great speed, and yet no wind was
blowing either on the right or the left, and no leaf was stirring.
Then said the man, I know not what is driving the windmills, not a
breath of air is stirring, and he went onwards with his servants, and
when they had walked two miles they saw a man sitting on a tree who
was shutting one nostril, and blowing out of the other.  Good
gracious.  What are you doing up there.

He answered, two miles from here are seven windmills.  Look, I am
blowing them till they turn round.  Oh, come with me, said the man.
If we four are together, we shall carry the whole world before us.
Then the blower came down and went with him, and after a while they
saw a man who was standing on one leg and had taken off the other,
and laid it beside him.  Then the master said, you have arranged
things very comfortably to have a rest.

I am a runner, he replied, and to stop myself running far too fast, I
have taken off one of my legs, for if I run with both, I go quicker
than any bird can fly.  Oh, go with me.  If we five are together, we
shall carry the whole world before us.

So he went with them, and it was not long before they met a man who
wore a cap, but wore it entirely over one ear.  Then the master said
to him, gracefully, gracefully, don't stick your cap on one ear, you
look just like a tom-fool.  I must not wear it otherwise, said he,
for if I set my hat straight, a terrible frost comes on, and all the
birds in the air are frozen, and drop dead on the ground.  Oh, come
with me, said the master. If we six are together, we can carry the
whole world before us.

Now the six came to a town where the king had proclaimed that
whosoever ran a race with his daughter and won the victory, should be
her husband, but whosoever lost it, must lose his head.  Then the man
presented himself and said, I will, however, let my servant run for
me.  The king replied, then his life also must be staked, so that his
head and yours are both set on the victory.  When that was settled
and made secure, the man buckled the other leg on the runner, and
said to him, now be nimble, and help us to win.  It was fixed that
the one who was first to bring some water from a far distant well was
to be the victor.  The runner received a pitcher, and the king's
daughter one too, and they began to run at the same time, but in an
instant, when the king's daughter had got a very little way, the
people who were looking on could see no more of the runner, and it
was just as if the wind had whistled by.  In a short time he reached
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the well, filled his pitcher with water, and turned back.  Half-way
home, however, he was overcome with fatigue, and set his pitcher
down, lay down himself, and fell asleep.  But he had made a pillow of
a horse's skull which was lying on the ground, in order that he might
lie uncomfortably, and soon wake up again.  In the meantime the
king's daughter, who could also run very well - quite as well as any
ordinary mortal can - had reached the well, and was hurrying back
with her pitcher full of water, and when she saw the runner lying
there asleep, she was glad and said, my enemy is delivered over into
my hands, emptied his pitcher, and ran on.  And now all would have
been lost if by good luck the huntsman had not been standing at the
top of the castle, and had not seen everything with his sharp eyes.

Then said he, the king's daughter shall still not prevail against us.
And he loaded his gun, and shot so cleverly, that he shot the horse's
skull away from under the runner's head without hurting him.  Then
the runner awoke, leapt up, and saw that his pitcher was empty, and
that the king's daughter was already far in advance.  He did not lose
heart, however, but ran back to the well with his pitcher, again drew
some water, and was at home again even ten minutes before the king's
daughter.  Behold, said he, only now have I begun to use my legs.
What I did before did not deserve to be called running.

But it pained the king, and still more his daughter, that she should
be carried off by a common discharged soldier like that. So they took
counsel with each other how to get rid of him and his companions.
Then said the king to her, I have thought of a way.  Don't be afraid,
they shall not come back again.  And he said to them, you shall now
make merry together, and eat and drink, and he conducted them to a
room which had a floor of iron, and the doors also were of iron, and
the windows were guarded with iron bars.  There was a table in the
room covered with delicious food, and the king said to them, go in,
and enjoy yourselves.  And when they were inside, he ordered the
doors to be shut and bolted.  Then he sent for the cook, and
commanded him to make a fire under the room until the iron became
red-hot.

This the cook did, and the six who were sitting at table began to
feel quite warm, and they thought the heat was caused by the food.
But as it became still greater, and they wanted to get out, and found
that the doors and windows were bolted, they became aware that the
king must have an evil intention, and wanted to suffocate them.  He
shall not succeed, however, said the one with the cap.  I will cause
a frost to come, before which the fire shall be ashamed, and creep
away.

Then he put his cap on straight, and immediately there came such a
frost that all heat disappeared, and the food on the dishes began to
freeze.  When an hour or two had passed by, and the king believed
that they had perished in the heat, he had the doors opened to behold
them himself.  But when the doors were opened, all six were standing
there, alive and well, and said that they should very much like to
get out to warm themselves, for the very food was fast frozen to the
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dishes with the cold.  Then, full of anger, the king went down to the
cook, scolded him, and asked why he had not done what he had been
ordered to do.  But the cook replied, there is heat enough there,
just look yourself. Then the king saw that a fierce fire was burning
under the iron room, and perceived that there was no getting the
better of the six in this way.

Again the king considered how to get rid of his unpleasant guests,
and caused their chief to be brought and said, if you will take gold
and renounce my daughter, you shall have as much as you will.

Oh, yes, lord king, he answered, give me as much as my servant can
carry, and I will not ask for your daughter.

On this the king was satisfied, and the other continued, in fourteen
days, I will come and fetch it.  Thereupon he summoned together all
the tailors in the whole kingdom, and they were to sit for fourteen
days and sew a sack.  And when it was ready, the strong one who could
tear up trees had to take it on his back, and go with it to the king.
Then said the king, who can that strong fellow be who is carrying a
bundle of linen on his back that is as big as a house.  And he was
alarmed and said, what a lot of gold he can carry away.  Then he
commanded a ton of gold to be brought, which took sixteen of his
strongest men to carry, but the strong one snatched it up in one
hand, put it in his sack, and said, why don't you bring more at the
same time.  That hardly covers the bottom.  Then, little by little,
the king caused all his treasure to be brought thither, and the
strong one pushed it into the sack, and still the sack was not half
full with it.  Bring more, cried he, these few crumbs don't fill it.

Then seven thousand carts with gold had to be gathered together in
the whole kingdom, and the strong one thrust them and the oxen
harnessed to them into his sack.  I will examine it no longer, said
he, but will just take what comes, so long as the sack is but full.
When all that was inside, there was still room for a great deal more.
Then he said, I will just make an end of the thing.  People do
sometimes tie up a sack even when it is not full.  So he took it on
his back, and went away with his comrades.  When the king now saw how
one single man was carrying away the entire wealth of the country, he
became enraged, and bade his horsemen mount and pursue the six, and
ordered them to take the sack away from the strong one.  Two
regiments speedily overtook the six, and called out, you are
prisoners, put down the sack with the gold, or you will be cut to
pieces.  What say you, cried the blower, that we are prisoners.

Rather than that should happen, all of you shall dance about in the
air.  And he closed one nostril, and with the other blew on the two
regiments.  Then they were driven away from each other, and carried
into the blue sky over all the mountains, one here, the other there.
One sergeant cried for mercy.  He had nine wounds, and was a brave
fellow who did not deserve ill treatment.

The blower stopped a little so that he came down without injury, and
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then the blower said to him.  Now go home to your king, and tell him
he had better send some more horsemen, and I will blow them all into
the air.  When the king was informed of this he said, let the rascals
go.  There is magic in them.  Then the six conveyed the riches home,
divided it amongst them, and lived in content until their death.

Question 8: Please Fill In The Blanks 4 marks
The king is the (1) in the story.

The (2) is the protagonist.

Possible Answers: antagonist | king | bearded man | protagonist | soldier

1 2

This image refers to question: 9, 10

Question 9: Text Input 3 marks
The runner stopped half-way through the race because he was t... .
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Question 10: True/False 2 marks
The runner is a slow runner.

TRUE FALSE

Total: 29 Marks
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