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THE KNEE-HIGH MAN

This is a story by Julius Lester which has a strong moral lesson to it.

Once upon a time there was a knee-high man. He was no taller than a person's knees. Because he was so
short, he was very unhappy. He wanted to be big like everybody else.

One day he decided to ask the biggest animal he could find how he could get big. So he went to see Mr
Horse. "Mr Horse, how can I get big like you?"

Mr Horse said, "Well, eat a whole lot of corn. Then run around a lot. After a while you'll be as big as me."

The knee-high man did just that. He ate so much corn that his stomach hurt. Then he ran and ran and ran
until his legs hurt. But he didn't get any bigger. So he decided that Mr Horse had told him something
wrong. He decided to go ask Mr Bull.

"Mr Bull? How can I get big like you?"

Mr Bull said, "Eat a whole lot of grass. Then bellow and bellow as loud as you can. The first thing you know,
you'll be as big as me."

So the knee-high man ate a whole field of grass. That made his stomach hurt. He bellowed and bellowed
and bellowed all day and all night. That made his throat hurt. But he didn't get any bigger. So he decided
that Mr Bull was all wrong, too.

Now he didn't know anyone else to ask. One night he heard Mr Hoot Owl hooting, and he remembered that
Mr Owl knew everything.

"Mr Owl? How can I get big like Mr Horse and Mr Bull?"

"What do you want to be big for?" Mr Hoot Owl asked.

"I want to be big so that when I get into a fight, I can whip everybody," the knee-high man said.

Mr Hoot Owl hooted. "Anybody ever try to pick a fight with you?"

The knee-high man thought a minute. "Well, now that you mention it, nobody ever did try to start a fight
with me."

Mr Owl said, "Well, you don't have any reason to fight. Therefore, you don't have any reason to be bigger
than you are."

"But, Mr Owl," the knee-high man said, "I want to be big so I can see far into the distance."
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Mr Hoot Owl hooted. "If you climb a tall tree, you can see into the distance from the top."

The knee-high man was quiet for a minute. "Well, I hadn't thought of that."

Mr Hoot Owl hooted again. "And that's what's wrong, Mr Knee-High Man. You hadn't done any thinking at
all. I'm smaller than you, and you don't see me worrying about being big. Mr Knee-High Man, you wanted
something that you didn't need."

Question 1: Text Input 3 marks
Mr Bull suggested the Knee-High Man eats ... . 

Question 2: Multiple Choice 4 marks
Why did Mr Hoot Owl tell Mr Knee-High Man that he wanted something that he actually didn't need?

A He didn't need to be shorter in order to do the things he wanted to do.

B He didn't need to be taller in order to do the things he wanted to do.

C He could have made himself taller by sitting on top of the horse.

D Owl didn't want the man to speak to him.

Question 3: True/False 2 marks
The Knee-High Man was unhappy because he was not big like everyone else.

TRUE FALSE

Question 4: Please Fill In The Blanks 6 marks
The animals that the Knee-High Man spoke to were the (1) that hoots, the (2) that bellows and the (3) that
neighs.

Possible Answers: crow | horse | bull | cow | owl | mouse

1 2

3
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Question 5: Text Input 3 marks
Which word in the story describes the noise bulls make?

Question 6: Multiple Choice 4 marks
Why do you think the horse suggested that the Knee-High Man eat a whole lot of corn?

A The horse ate corn and he had some left.

B The horse ate corn and this made him big.

C The horse ate corn and would have eaten some of the Knee-High Man's too.

D The horse had corn in his stable and liked to share.

Question 7: Text Input 2 marks
Which slang word in the story is used by the Knee-High Man that means BEAT?

Question 8: True/False 2 marks
The Knee-High Man was no taller than a mouse.

TRUE FALSE

Question 9: Text Input 3 marks
Trees are good places to sit in if you are trying to see far into the ... .
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Question 10: Please Fill In The Blanks 6 marks
Mr Knee-High Man heard the (1) hooting and decided to ask him for his (2) about being (3) .

Possible Answers: shorter | owl | advice | cow | taller | grass

1 2

3

Total: 35 Marks
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