
Worksheet Cloud: MEMORANDUM 
GRADE: 6 
ENGLISH: WONDER  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Compare August and his mum’s reactions to his first day at school.  
 
1. Why does Mom ask August how he feels on a scale of 1-10? 
Mom asks how August feels on the scale because it’s something she’s always 
done during his hospital treatments to show her how much pain he was in. 
 
2. Why do you think she did the same now? 
Mom’s doing the same now because she’s treating the first day at school like 
a trip to the hospital – something that’s going to be painful for August and 
something that she’s going to have to nurse him through, just like she’s 
done countless times before through his childhood. 
 
3. Why do you think August’s answer surprised her? 
His answer would have surprised her because she was expecting him to 
have a tough time at school – she would have thought he would have been 
bullied or had bad reactions to his face and that he would have been upset 
by it. 

 
4. Mom offers to carry August’s backpack. Why? 
Mom offers to carry August’s backpack because she wants to look after him. 
She’s treating him like a child – the way you’d treat a five-year-old or 
someone who couldn’t look after themselves. 
 

5. She calls him ‘sweetness’. What do you think of that? 
Mom calling him ‘sweetness’ is another example of treating him like a child. 
She’s patronising him – but because she just wants to look after him and 
make it better if he’s upset. 
 
6. She’s asking him lots of questions. What do you think she is thinking? 
She’s asking him lots of questions partly because she wants to know what’s 
happened, partly because she’s nervous and partly because she’s only 
getting short answers from August. She probably spots that he’s upset 
because of his short answers – he’s avoiding - and she wants to get to the 
bottom of what’s happened. 

 
7. How do you think August might feel at his mum hugging him in front of everyone? 
I think August would feel embarrassed at his mum hugging him here. He’s 
already had a challenging day he doesn’t want the other kids to see him 
being treated like a young kid (as he’d see it) by his mum. 

 
8. August’s answers to Mom’s questions are short? Why? 
August’s answers are short, probably because he doesn’t want to think 
about school now it’s over. He can’t really answer in detail about what’s 



happened because his day has been so complicated and emotional and 
Mom’s questions are coming one after the other. He might be aware that if 
he did answer properly, he might cry. 

 
9. Why do you think August kicks the rock down the street? 
August kicks the rock down the street because he wants to get away from 
the situation and Mom’s questioning. He just wants to have some down time 
and not think about school and how challenging and emotional it’s been. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


