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Headphones Through Time

1. Every product has its own history. Headphones, especially, have evolved over time. Headphones have
existed since 1919, but they were mainly used as amplifiers for telephones and radios back then.

2. Through technological advancement, headphones underwent a transformation in their look and feel. In
the late 1930s, Beyer-dynamic officially invented headphones and commercialized them. However,
Milwaukee-based jazz musician and audiophile, John C. Koss, invented the first stereo headphones in the
year 1958. The first headphones were big, hefty, and limited to LP music listening. They were used by
pilots and at radio stations.

3. However, the invention of the Walkman triggered many changes in headphones. At the time, there was
a growing industry ready to provide aftermarket accessories for personal stereos, like headphones. These
accessories became an inseparable companion for both professional musicians and music lovers. The
latest generation electronics, like cell phones, TVs, computers, home theaters, CD players, and more, are
all compatible with headphones.

4. Traditional, full-sized headphones continue to be used in some recording studios even now. However,
modern headphones have a more ergonomic and sleek appearance. The ultra-compact in-ear headphones
are one of today’s more popular varieties. Lighter than traditional headphones, they have a vertical in-ear
design that makes them much more portable. Another advantage of in-ear headphones is that they come
in several sizes, so they are sure to fit perfectly in everyone’s ears. They are built with advanced
technologies to provide a comfortable and pleasurable listening experience. Today people even use these
in-ear headphones while they are exercising, to make their workouts more bearable by listening to music
via their phones or MP3 players.

5. Other than the in-ear headphones, the bigger “old-fashioned” style headphones have gained popularity
in recent years. Much like the cellphone, headphones are becoming bigger again. But the difference is that
modern headphones include features like Bluetooth, radio and can work with an SD-card. They are
available in different colours and therefore also make a fashion statement.

6. Each headphone has its own pros and cons, but most give a reasonably good performance. Whether you
prefer snug-fitting earbuds or a full-size, padded ear-cup model, is a matter of personal preference. Either
way, headphones are here to stay.

Adapted from http://www.earphonesolutions.com
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Question 1: Multiple Choice 4 marks
Refer to paragraph 2.
Which of the following is NOT a synonym for "hefty" .

A heavy

B bulky

C large

D light

Question 2: True/False 2 marks
Many changes in headphones occured with the invention of the Walkman.

TRUE FALSE

Question 3: True/False 2 marks
To say that humans have become inseparable from their headphones, means that they can easily live
without their headphones.

TRUE FALSE

Question 4: Please Fill In The Blanks 4 marks
Headphones have existed since 1919, but they were mainly used as (1) for telephones and (2) back then.

Possible Answers: radios | cellphones | amplifiers | stereos | songs

1 2

Question 5: True/False 2 marks
Refer to paragraph 4:
To say that modern earphones are more ergonomic, means that they are designed well, in a user-friendly
way.

TRUE FALSE
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Question 6: True/False 2 marks
Refer to paragraph 6.
Headphones is something that will not be used for much longer.

TRUE FALSE

Question 7: Text Input 3 marks
Refer to paragraph 3.
What brand triggered the change in headphones' design?

Question 8: Text Input 3 marks
Refer to paragraph 1.
Provide your own synonym for the word "evolved" .

Question 9: Text Input 3 marks
Refer to paragraph 5.
Provide your own antonym for the word "available" .

Question 10: Text Input 3 marks
Refer to paragraph 2.
In what time-period was the first commercial headphones invented?

Total: 28 Marks
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